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LREC is co-hosting an EV Ride and Drive event in partnership with Otter Tail Power Company, ZEF Energy, and Midwest EVOLVE.
This free public event will be held at Minnesota Motor Company in Fergus Falls on September 13th. Attendees will have the
opportunity to learn more about electric vehicles and test drive some of the newest EVs on the market.

Less Carbon, More Electricity
For several years, Lake Region Electric Cooperative has continued with efforts to bring energy efficiency benefits to our
consumer-members. We’ve also moved forward with strategic
plans to utilize more renewable sources of energy and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions into the environment. This all adds
up to a term now used across the electric utility industry — environmentally beneficial electrification.
Environmentally beneficial electrification is rooted in “greening
the grid” and the strategic planning that will lead to a cleaner
energy future. While the industry works to reduce carbon emissions there are simultaneous efforts to provide new opportunities to use electricity in ways that also benefit the environment.
For instance, wind and solar power are contributing more to
our nation’s energy supply. At the same time, electric appliances
are more energy efficient, especially when coupled with load
management and smart grid technologies.
Environmentally beneficial electrification changes the way we
think about environmental impacts, particularly in choosing to
use electricity compared to the on-site consumption of fossil
fuels (for example: propane, heating oil, and gasoline). Advancing
technologies are available now and are decreasing in price.
So, as our industry transitions from electricity produced from
burning coal to more renewable energy sources, the electricity
becomes a cleaner, more climate-friendly choice.
Lake Region, as an electric distribution cooperative, has incorporated this thinking into our long-range strategic planning.
We’ve offered a geothermal heating and cooling program to our
members. We have also built a local community solar farm and
continue to evaluate a local wind and solar hybrid project.

This year, Lake Region purchased its first all-electric vehicle, a
Chevrolet Bolt. It’s been met with great approval from the employees who have driven it. Personally, I like the idea of plugging into my local electric cooperative to charge my vehicle!
TIM THOMPSON’S CEO MESSAGE CONTINUED ON THE BACK PAGE



EV/Solar Pilot Project
Now Underway
Imagine getting home from work, plugging in your electric
vehicle, and charging it with the energy produced by your
own solar array. Think this sounds like the distant future? It’s
already happening in the heart of Minnesota’s lakes country.
Lake Region Electric Cooperative (LREC) is committed to harnessing new technologies to provide our members with the
most efficient, economical, and reliable service available. One
example of this forward-thinking commitment is the co-op’s
new electric vehicle (EV) and solar pilot project. The project
will use data to synchronize solar energy with off-peak energy
provided through the grid.
As EVs become more plentiful, it could be assumed this trend
will benefit electric distribution cooperatives. The reality is
that the rising number of EVs on the road can either help or
hurt cooperatives, depending on when and how EVs are being
charged. For example, if all EV owners on LREC’s system came
home from work and plugged in their vehicles at 6 p.m., it
would cause a spike in demand that translates into more expensive electricity during a time of peak electric demand.
“We’ve partnered with ZEF Energy to find a way to offer affordable electricity to EV owners, while providing the most benefit
to our members as a whole,” explains Dan Husted, LREC’s Vice
President of Business Development.
Lake Region will study data from its southwest facing GoWest solar array and EV charging to understand the best way
to coordinate EV charging with peak demand load control.
As part of the pilot project, the co-op will collect data about
how it charges its own Chevy Bolt electric vehicle. If solar availability, EV charging, and peak
demand can be coordinated, the result will be
improved stability of the electric grid and
more affordable electricity for all co-op
members.
The cooperative will utilize a ZEF Energy Level 2 smart charger during
the pilot project. This smart charger
provides utilities with the technology to adjust the charger based on
electricity demand or time of day. The
goal is to use solar energy during the times
of the day when it is being generated so it
has minimal impact on the grid.
PILOT PROJECT UNDERWAY CONTINUED ON THE BACK PAGE
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Less Carbon,
More Electricity
(continued from the front page)
Lake Region, along with our generation and
transmission provider Great River Energy (GRE), are in a position of anticipating
changes, weighing our investments and
launching strategies that will achieve three
objectives: 1) save our members money, 2)
reduce carbon (greenhouse gas) emissions
into the environment, and 3) improve the
overall efficiency of the electric grid.
GRE achieved Minnesota’s 25 percent
renewable energy standard in 2017 – eight
years ahead of the requirement. They also
recently announced an aggressive corporate
goal of having 50% of their electricity be
produced from renewable sources by 2030.
Wind-produced electricity is now GRE’s
lowest cost new generation source. This is
evidence of a definite shift in the path our
industry is taking. Certainly, a component of
rate stability and kWh sales goals enter into
the decisions about how our electricity will
be produced in the coming decades.
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A single kWh of electricity today has 35
percent fewer associated emissions than
a kWh produced in 2005.
A history of price volatility in fossil fuel
markets is a contributing factor to this shift.
Also, the regulatory climate on the state and
federal levels is playing an important role.
Minnesota’s electric cooperatives are currently working to enhance state laws that
will provide more credit for the environmental and efficiency improvements we’ve
already accomplished.
In the long run, through strategies based on
beneficial electrification, our co-op members may consume more electricity, but it
will be because it is a smart choice to do so.
The electricity used will be a cleaner and
more efficient choice that reduces the overall energy costs for the consumer. Increasing
electric sales, while also reducing carbon
emissions, supports the overall costs of our
electric distribution system as well as the
environment.
As we move forward, we’ll
continue to keep you
apprised as Lake Region
Electric Cooperative incorporates beneficial electrification into our ongoing
business strategy.

EV/Solar Pilot Project Now Underway
(continued from the front page)
“We want our charger to be a really
good grid participant,” says ZEF Energy
Founder Matthew Blackler. Solar tracking
will provide data about the energy being
generated minute by minute. That energy
can then be used to smartly charge an
electric vehicle.
“If you have an EV, charging in a way that
doesn’t negatively impact the cooperative
means the cooperative manages to sell
more energy across the same infrastructure,” Blackler continues. “This pilot that
Lake Region has come up with is beautiful because it addresses beneficial load
growth and gives members what they
want with more renewable energy and
electric vehicles.”

“We want to make sure we offer charging
options for our members that make EVs
work for them,” says Husted. “We are
seeing more and more electric vehicles in
our area and we want our members to be
able to charge them in a way that is both
convenient and economical.”

Interested in checking out LREC’s new Chevy Bolt
electric vehicle? Call the co-op at (800) 552-7658 to
schedule a test drive.

Natural Gas Update
The installation of natural gas main lines in
both Miltona and Dent has been completed
by NPL crews. The railroad crossings in each
town were the final segments and were each
completed on July 25th.

Brady Roisum is checking the
natural gas odorant levels at the
Deer Creek regulator station.
This monthly test ensures that
natural gas is easily detectable.

The Miltona district regulator station (DRS)
has been built and purging of the mains was
completed in mid-July. Several services were
installed in conjunction with purging. The
crew is currently installing services around
Lake Irene. Once Lake Irene is complete, the
crew will move back into town, then working north to Parkers Prairie installing rural
services along the way.
The Dent DRS should be constructed and the
mains purged in mid-August. Services there
will start being installed in September.

Operation Round Up Funds
Distributed to Local Groups
Eight local organizations recently received funds through
Lake Region Electric Cooperative’s Operation Round Up
Program. A total of $9,810 was awarded to support a variety
of organizations within the co-op’s service area.
The funds were distributed by the Operation Round Up
Board of Trustees at a July 9th meeting. The total amount
awarded since 2007 is $188,648.64. The next deadline to
apply for funding is September 15th, 2018.

Capital Credit Allocation Notice

Look for the 2017 Capital Credit Allocation
Notice on your August billing statement. The
dollar amount approved by the LREC Board
of Directors was $2,839,406.80. This is only a
notification; capital credit funds are not being
disbursed at this time. Please see our Capital
Credits FAQs located on our website under
“Your Co-op”. For any further questions, call
(800) 552-7658 or email at lrec@lrec.coop.
Sign up for Auto Pay & Paperless to
be entered in a drawing for $100!

Visit us on Facebook and YouTube!

Lake Region also offers electric vehicle owners a way to save money
every time they charge their car with
a special ChargeWise EV rate. This
time-of-use rate allows members to
choose what time to charge their car
and how much they pay. Learn more
about the ChargeWise EV rate and an EV
charging station rebate of up to $500 at:
www.lrec.coop/products-service/chargewise.

facebook.com/LakeRegionElectricCoop

DEADLINE FOR
APPLICATIONS IS
SEPTEMBER 15TH

Discontinuation of Cycled Air
Conditioning Program

LREC will no longer be offering a cycled
air conditioning program. Data analysis
revealed that the value of cycling AC
units during peak load conditions is not
sufficient at this time to support continuation of the program. Please contact
Dan Husted if you have any questions at
dhusted@lrec.coop.
Q2 Winner: Warren
Wilson from Fargo

youtube.com/LakeRegionElectricCo

The Future Belongs to Energy
Storage and Efficiency
Increasingly, a higher percentage of our electricity is provided by wind and solar energy resources which provide power as the wind blows and
sun shines. Households can take advantage of
this shift by using and storing energy when most
plentiful and priced most economically.
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Highly efficient appliances help us make the most
of our stored energy and still provide the comfort
and convenience we want. Steffes Electric Thermal
Storage (ETS) furnaces and room heaters are available now from LREC and are offered with low cost
ETS rates, rebates, and an EASY-PAY purchase plan.

Specially-designed ceramic
bricks within our units store
vast amounts of heat for extended periods of time so you
get on-peak performance for
an off-peak price.
ay
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Enjoy both off-peak savings and comfort while
heating your home with a Steffes ETS Heater.
Whole House: Steffes Forced Air Comfort Plus
ĬĬ ETS heater stores off-peak energy—no back-up system required
ĬĬ Provides optimal comfort and efficiency
ĬĬ Combining with ASHP reduces electricity usage of ETS systems by nearly 50%
ĬĬ System is eligible for 4.8¢ ETS rate
ĬĬ Get $50 per KW rebate for Steffes Comfort Plus on ETS
ĬĬ Get up to $630 rebate for ASHP (or more if you take advantage of limited time rebates!)
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ĬĬ Steffes Comfort Plus eligible for 48-month EASY-PAY plan
Plus

Steffes Room Heater
ÚÚ Comfortable radiant heat with quiet variable speed fan
ÚÚ Qualifies for 4.8¢ ETS rate and 5.4¢ dual fuel/short term storage rate
ÚÚ Up to $50 per KW rebate available
ÚÚ Interest free EASY-PAY available—pay for heaters over 48 months on your bill
ÚÚ Great for single room or entire home
ÚÚ Replaces wood stoves, wall furnaces, or electric baseboard

START SAVING
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Call our energy management
specialists at (800) 552-7658!

