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Director Tom Jennen, District 7,
took this photo near Fergus Falls

Cooperative Members
to Benefit from Innovative
Solar-Wind Hybrid Facility
Juhl Energy will break ground in October
on an innovative community-based renewable energy facility. The project is one of
the first commercially integrated wind-solar hybrid power generation facilities in
the nation. All of the electricity produced
will be purchased by Lake Region Electric
Cooperative and delivered through interconnection with the cooperative’s distribution system at a single rural distribution
substation.
As you may remember from discussion
at previous membership meetings and
newsletter articles, Lake Region has been
pursuing a development of this nature for
quite some time. We are pleased that these
efforts are now coming to fruition.
The hybrid project is located in Trondhjem
Township of Otter Tail County. All decisions
regarding the siting of the facility and
power purchase agreement were made
locally by local governing bodies and the
cooperative leadership with input from the
landowner and neighbors. The project will
be owned by a subsidiary of Juhl Energy
that includes investors from across Minnesota and the Midwest.
As purchaser of the energy output, Lake
Region Electric Cooperative incurs no new
debt, construction, or operating costs for
the project. This is a distinct advantage for
our cooperative. The new 2 MW community-based hybrid facility will provide clean,
renewable energy to be utilized locally
by Lake Region members. The energy,
transmission, and capacity cost savings

attributable to purchasing energy from
the community-based project help provide
rate stability, benefiting all cooperative
members.
The hybrid design means that power can
be produced when it is most needed by
Lake Region. The solar output will provide
summer peak energy and the wind will
provide winter peak energy. The facility
will use new hybrid technology developed
by General Electric (GE) to economically
blend clean, renewable energy into the
distribution power grid at a lower cost,
plus enhancing system reliability.

safetyfirst
REMINDER:
ALWAYS STAY
AWAY FROM
DOWNED WIRES

Lake Region Electric Cooperative continues to incorporate new technologies and
renewable energy into its electric distribution system. The fact that this project is
local and community-based is an advantage to Lake Region. Not only does the
hybrid nature of the facility protect our
environment, but it also is a major part of
our long-range rate stability strategy. It’s
exciting to be participating on the cutting
edge of this innovative approach to developing renewable electric power.
Juhl Energy is a Minnesota based company. The construction general contractor
is Faith Technologies, a
Wisconsin based firm that
has experience working on
renewable energy projects
for other Minnesota electric
cooperatives. Completion of
the project is expected in
November 2018.
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Interested in Being a Director?

The District 3 director seat will be opening up in 2019. An informational meeting will be held at the New York Mills Public Library on October 9th at 7 p.m.
Any member from District 3 interested in learning more about becoming a
candidate for the LREC Board of Directors should consider attending. Responsibilities of being a director and the election process will be covered. Please call
(800) 552-7658, ext. 4202 if you have any questions.
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Reduce Your Home Energy Costs with
Off-peak Heating & Dual Fuel Programs

Home Energy
Financing

Your family can stay comfortable while you save on your electric bill. Whether it’s a
ducted system like the Steffes Comfort Plus, the Steffes room unit, an Electric Plenum
Heater, or a radiant floor system, we have an off-peak ETS heating solution for your
home. Contact our Energy Management Specialists at (800) 552-7658 for more information on installing an ETS system in your house.

Residential members who want to update their homes are able to finance their
purchase of home energy products with
a loan from National Cooperative Bank
(NCB). We’ve worked together with NCB
to expand member access to our home
energy products and services. These loans
are available to LREC members interested
in products such as GoWest Solar, standby generators, geothermal installations,
or even home efficiency projects such as
window upgrades and insulation.

STEFFES ROOM HEATER

STEFFES COMFORT PLUS FURNACE

PLENUM HEATER

Electric Thermal Storage (ETS)
Heating & Steffes Heaters

Dual Fuel Rate with Electric
Plenum Heater

ÎÎETS heater stores off-peak energy—no
back-up system required
ÎÎQualifies for 5.4¢ dual fuel or 4.8¢ ETS rate
ÎÎEASY-PAY option available—pay for heaters
over 48 months on your bill
ÎÎUp to $50 per KW rebate available
ÎÎRoom unit replaces wood stoves, wall
furnaces, or electric baseboard
ÎÎComfortable radiant heat

ÎÎInstall with your existing gas furnace
ÎÎEasy way to go off-peak
ÎÎQualifies for 5.4¢ dual fuel rate; the
dual fuel electric rate is the equivalent of $1.30 propane
ÎÎRate is available for the combination
of a primary electric heating system
with a back-up propane or fuel oil
system

Manage Your Account the Fast, Easy Way

with SmartHub

Thousands of LREC members are using SmartHub to pay their bill and access other important account information. SmartHub is available online or through the free app which
can be downloaded to your phone or mobile device.
SmartHub provides secure access to make payments, maintain your account information,
view bills, see payment history, and gives you the option to choose to receive bill notifications from LREC by text or email.
Making payments with the SmartHub app is faster
and easier than ever. Simply tap the “Bill & Pay”
icon on the home screen to view your account balance and make a payment.

This provides a flexible option for members to spread their investment cost over
multiple years instead of needing to make
an up-front cash payment in order to
participate and enjoy the benefits of these
offerings. Visit www.lrec.coop/financing to
learn more about these options.

A Safety Note from Your Cooperative
Be Prepared
It is always good to be ready for emergency situations. The electrical system is built
to be resilient, yet Mother Nature can be
unforgiving. We are always working to
be prepared for potential situations
that may come up.
You can be prepared,
too. As much as we
don’t want you to be
without power, it can
happen, and perhaps
at the most unfortunate time.
Here are some ways you can be prepared
in case of a power outage:
ÎÎTake an inventory now of the items you
need that rely on electricity.

To sign up for SmartHub, click on the SmartHub
icon on the LREC home page at www.lrec.coop or
visit your preferred app store and download the
SmartHub app. First time users will need their
LREC account number to register.

ÎÎTalk to your medical provider about a
power outage plan for medical devices
powered by electricity and refrigerated
medicines. Find out how long medication
can be stored at higher temperatures and
get specific guidance for any medications
that are critical for life.

Energy Awareness, Tracking, & Outages

ÎÎPlan for batteries and other alternatives
such as standby generators to meet your
needs when the power goes out.

with MyMeter

MyMeter is a free online tool that makes it easy to understand your electric usage and
bill. You can sign up at https://mymeter.lrec.coop. MyMeter can also be accessed from the
Quick Links sidebar of your SmartHub dashboard.
Data and Alerts: Stay informed no matter where you are. Alerts and meter data are accessible across different devices to keep you up-to-date even when you’re on the road.
Track and Compare Your Usage: Track your hourly, daily, or monthly usage against weather
and temperature and see how you compare to your own usage from previous years.
Energy Challenge: Set energy saving goals and track your
progress over time.
Outage Notifications & Reporting: Sign up for our outage
notification service and you will receive a text or an email informing you of the status of any outage affecting your property. You can also report outages online from MyMeter.

Visit us on Facebook and YouTube!

facebook.com/LakeRegionElectricCoop

ÎÎSign up for local alerts and warning systems. Monitor weather reports.
ÎÎInstall carbon monoxide detectors with
battery backup in central locations on
every level of your home.
ÎÎReview the supplies that are available
in case of no power. Have flashlights
with extra batteries for every household
member. Have enough nonperishable
food and water.
ÎÎUse a thermometer in the refrigerator
and freezer so that you can know the
temperature when the power is restored.
ÎÎKeep mobile phones and other electric
equipment charged and gas tanks full.
Prepared by Minnesota Rural Electric Association for
our cooperative; Author, Lidia Dilley Jacobson

youtube.com/LakeRegionElectricCo

Enjoy savings and comfort while heating your
home with a Steffes Room Heater.
ÚÚ Electric Thermal Storage (ETS) heater stores off-peak energy
ÚÚ Qualifies for low 4.8¢ ETS rate or 5.4¢ STS rate
ÚÚ Up to $50 per KW rebate available
ÚÚ Great for a single room or entire home
ÚÚ Replaces wood stoves, wall furnaces, or electric baseboard
ÚÚ Interest free EASY-PAY — pay for heaters over 48 months on
your bill with no money down!

START SAVING

Call our energy management
specialists at (800) 552-7658!

Reduce your electric bill with Electric Thermal
Storage (ETS) off-peak water heating!
LL Our 4.8¢ ETS rate is the lowest cost water heating rate available
LL Up to $400 in rebates available
LL Use our EASY-PAY purchase plan–pay with your electric bill
LL Peak shave rate options also available
LL 80 & 100 Gallon Capacity
LL Lifetime Warranty (residential)

START SAVING

Call our energy management
specialists at (800) 552-7658!

HTP Everlast
Stainless steel
tank

Marathon
Lightweight
tank that won’t
corrode

